
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

March 20 , 2 00 3 LB 2 2 8A , 2 3 4 , 2 34A , 23 8 , 2 4 1 , 2 4 3 , 2 57 , 2 7 3
2 74 , 6 08 , 7 5 4

LB 22 8A , L B 2 34 , LB 2 3 4A , LB 2 3 8 , LB 24 1 , LB 24 3 , L B 2 57 ,
LB 273, LB 274, Legislative Journal pages 1009-1011.)

M r. P r e s i d e n t , I h av e n o t h i n g f u r t h e r p e nd i ng t o t h i s c om p o n e n t
o f t h e c o mmi t t ee a m e ndment s .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. (Visitors introduced.)
We' ll go now back to the discussion o f FA 1206, wh ich is the
t h i r d c omp o n en t o f t h e d i v i de d co m mi t t e e am e ndment s t o L B 6 08 .
Open fo r d i s cu s s i o n , Se na t o r We h r b e i n , f o l l o we d b y Se n a t o r s
Janssen, Brashear, Raikes, Bourne, Louden, and Vrtiska. Senator
Wehrbein, on discussion of FA1206, if you care to.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr . Spe aker, me mbers, w e are on the next
a mendment . I j u s t wan t e d t o ge t i n t o t he r e c o r d t he i mpo r t a n c e
o f t he l a s t ame n d m en t a nd wh a t me s sa ge i t se n d s t o t h e
value-added part of Nebraska agriculture, and r emind th e bod y
t ha t t he r e i s 4 7 mi l l i o n a c r e s o f f a r ml a nd / r a n c h l a n d i n
Nebraska, and half of that i s ran geland. Ha lf o f that is
dependent upon livestock, specifically cattle. And I just
wanted to get the message across that if w e' re going t o have
value-added profitable agriculture in Nebraska hopefully some
day that the livestock industry and the base, and we' re working
o n LB 7 5 4 , wh i ch i s a no t h e r b i l l t h a t ' s g o i ng t o b e comi n g u p ,
those things are critical. Just for your background information
t hat y o u m a y n ot k n o w , bu t t h e r e w as a st a t e o f t he a r t , s t a t e
of the art multimillion dollar, and it escapes me exactly how
many, I wa nt t o sa y 1 2 0 mi l l i on , b u t I t h i n k i t wa s pr ob a b l y
more than that, packinghouse, brand new one, built in southeast
Kansas, and within nine months it was broke, last N~>vember. Not
a l l o f t he p r o b l e m, bu t a pa r t o f t he b i g p r ob l e m , i t w as bu i l t
in the wrong spot in the country. It was a couple of hundred
m iles transportation costs for livestock to b e sla ughtered a t
tha t p o i n t , a nd i t wa s su ch a s t a t e o f t h e ar t I c o u l dn ' t e v en
begin to describe what it wa s car ried fo r . Bu t there was
millions of dollars lost by i nvestors. Sa feway had a huge
i nvestment in it, but it went broke, and part of it was that i t
was n ot i n t h e r i g h t po s i t i on . Ne b r a sk a c a n n o t a f f o r d t o l o se
the favorable spot that we have in this industry, particularly
i n t h i s co u n t r y , an d an y t h i ng t ha t we ca n d o t o d o t h a t he l p s .
Even this discussion, which I think is very good, and there is
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